Established 1872

High quality building support services
in domestic, commercial and industrial sectors.

Introduction
AIM

PROFILE

The business’s aim is to provide a high quality and
competitively priced service delivered in a safe and professionally
managed environment, achieved through working in harmony with
our client and demonstrating high ethical standards in all
our business activities resulting in total client satisfaction.
The company’s proud history is the foundation of its success and the
current workforce continue to develop the deep roots and traditions that
have been established by its esteemed forefathers.

Established in 1872, and based in
Barrow-in-Furness, T.Ward & Son Limited is
the holding company for a group of businesses
known collectively as Wardgroup.
The group provides high quality building
support services to a wide range of clients
in Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
sectors throughout Cumbria and
the North West of England.

“The company will not promise what it cannot deliver,
13/10/2011
Wardglass
but will deliver what it promises.
Requested to change from Wardglass to
Glass & Glazing
Be conﬁdent you’re getting the Best.” Wardgroup
The business is ﬁrmly established.
We only use qualiﬁed tradesmen
and quality products.

DIVISIONS

Wardgroup

We operate a quality
management system.

Glass & Glazing

Wardgroup

Decorating Centre

Wardgroup
Wardgroup

Plumbing & Heating

Wardgroup

Painting & Decorating

We have some of the highest
accreditations for Health and
Safety awareness.
All works are fully guaranteed.
Join the many thousands of satisﬁed customers
who have chosen to make a secure investment
with a reliable company.

The History of Wardgroup
Top left: The founding father,
Thomas Ward with wife Isabella and
son George Ernest (circa 1890)

Thomas Ward was born near Preston in 1851
and moved to Barrow around the age of 10 following
the death of his mother.

At this time in the mid 1800’s the town of Barrow-in-Furness
was growing rapidly, prospering from the rich iron ore deposits,
the rapid expansion of the iron and steel industry and the
developing shipyard.
As the population grew there was an obvious need for housing
and infrastructure and young entrepreneur Thomas, at the
tender age of 21, saw the potential and established his business
in Crellin Street which he named T. Ward to furnish the needs
of the rapidly expanding town providing Plumbing, Decorating
and Glazing services.
Thomas prospered and soon moved to new premises in the
newly constructed Dalton Road where he became a well
respected businessman. Unfortunately he died relatively
young in 1896 and his widow Isabella had to take charge of
the business until eldest son George Ernest was old enough
to inherit the company at which time it became known as
T. Ward & Son.

business over the next 40 years to become
one of the area’s best known company names
offering services in decorating, glazing, installation of
bathrooms and the innovative gas systems of the time.
It boasted large stocks of chandeliers, brackets, hall
lamps, lead, oils, varnish, wallpapers and ﬂat glass.
The business was incorporated in 1927 and has been
known as T. Ward & Son Limited ever since.
After George Ernest died, son Cedric had to wait until
his return from service in the Second World War to
inherit the business.

George Ernest (front) with family (circa 1920)

Cedric continued the well established company
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traditions and he himself became a well known
businessman, personality and local councillor in
the area. Cedric’s innovation was moving into the
window installation market and in particular double
glazing. Under Cedric’s leadership the company
became the ﬁrst in the area to fabricate and install
UPVC windows and doors.

In 1986 Cedric had to deal with a
catastrophe when the business
headquarters in Dalton Road were
destroyed by ﬁre, losing decades of
important records. Having moved
the operation to two separate sites
in Cavendish St and Emlyn St
and with no willing family heir to
continue the family tradition Cedric
negotiated the sale of 50% of the
business to local entrepreneur and
close friend Peter Redshaw who
himself came from a well known and
respected local family. His father
being Sir Leonard Redshaw who
is one of history’s most renowned
and innovative master shipbuilders.
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George Ernest developed and transformed the

1927

Having occupied various premises in the
town, most notably in Dalton Road and
Emlyn Street, the company has now moved
its operation to new premises on Furness
Business Park continuing to thrive in the
same traditional practices and beneﬁting
from the expertise, skills and knowledge
that have been passed down through many
generations over its 140 years history.
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The Ward name remains as a tribute to
its proud heritage and the current workforce
are the entrusted custodians of the
company’s name, traditional values
and history.
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the remainder of the company on
Cedric’s retirement in 1991. The Ward
association continued however with
Cedric’s son David, a local Chartered
Accountant, remaining as a company
director for several years.

22

Peter Redshaw bought

The business has survived two world wars
and numerous recessions but still ﬂourishes
in the same ﬁelds that Thomas had the
foresight to establish all those years before.

2004

2012

Plumbing & Heating
Our domestic capabilities are wide ranging,
not only drawing on our long history of
experience in the traditional methods but
embracing all the latest technologies and
specialising in:

• Energy efﬁcient boiler installations
• Disabled adaptations
• Central heating (gas, LPG and oil)
• Gas servicing and maintenance
• Guttering and leadwork
• Underﬂoor heating
• Solar thermal panels
• Ground and air source heat pumps
• Unvented hot water systems
Since 1872 the Company’s name has been synonymous with quality
Plumbing and Heating services in the South Cumbria area.
As well as being one of the areas leading Domestic installers, recent times
have seen the development of its Commercial market with an extensive
client-base both locally and throughout the UK, including company’s such as
NG Bailey, AMEON, Centrica, EC Harris and BAE Systems.

Wardgroup provides prompt and
efﬁcient service, quality workmanship
and competitive prices.

“We are experienced in the traditional methods,
but embrace all the latest technologies.”
The company provides specialist sub-contractor support to
the construction industry or alternatively is just as comfortable
acting as principal contractor directly to a client in disciplines
such as:

• Plant room refurbishments and installations
• Pipework and heating systems in steel, carbon steel, copper
and PVC

• Commercial gas installation and maintenance
• Welded systems
• Tank installation and booster sets
• Legionella Risk Assessment and maintenance
• System design.
The workforce is trained to the highest standards and
engineers have CSCS, IPAF and PASMA qualiﬁcations.
The company has CHAS and Safe Contractor accreditations
and embrace the Gas Safe, OFTEC, and Approved Plumber
Schemes.
The team, which is one of the largest in the area, provides
the capabilities to design and resource the larger mechanical
engineering installations along with technically complex
energy efﬁcient systems.

Whether it be a simple domestic repair/ installation or a
major mechanical engineering project, you can be assured
that Wardgroup will provide prompt and efﬁcient service, quality
workmanship and competitive prices.

Wardglass

Glass & Glazing

Wardglass are justiﬁably proud of their

reputation as the longest established
glass and glazing company in South
Cumbria. Wardglass have long
been recognised as a specialist to the
Residential, Commercial and Industrial
sectors and an expert in all types of
materials. They have been involved in
many prestigious schemes over the years
and are proud to have glazed the iconic
Dock Museum conical roof.

Think “Glass” and you think of “Ward Glass”
RANGE
Frame & Glass Combinations:
• Windows
• Doors
• Conservatories/ Orangeries
• Verandas
• Bi-fold doors

Whether you require an installation in UPVC, aluminium, timber or steel, customers
will be provided with unbiased advice on the beneﬁts of the various frame and
glass combinations for residential works as well as commercial and industrial
projects. The experienced sales team will have pleasure in providing a no obligation
quotation for any of your glass and glazing needs.
Choosing Wardglass provides the customer with quality, value for money and
peace of mind and your installation will be future proofed by certiﬁcation under
FENSA and the Double Glazing and Conservatory Ombudsman Scheme (DGCOS).
Join the many thousands of satisﬁed customers who have chosen to make a secure
investment with a reliable local Company.

Glazing:
• Fascias, sofﬁts and gutters
• Double glazed units
• Self cleaning glass
• Leaded artwork
• Secondary glazing
• Mirrors of all types
• Services and repair works
• Kitchen splashbacks
• Carpentry

Speciﬁc Fabrications:
• Fire glazing
• Shop fronts
• Curtain walling
• Automatic door entry systems
• Glass balustrades
• Disabled access
• Patent glazing/ glass roofs

Painting & Decorating

Wardgroup Painting & Decorating department
understand their customer’s needs and projects are
carried out with a minimum of disruption and to a very
high professional standard.
They provide services to Residential, Commercial and
Industrial clients and draw on 140 years decorating
experience to ensure the customer is provided with
a service that will exceed their expectations at a
competitive price.

The company only employs fully qualiﬁed staff who are experts in
all the necessary disciplines of the Painting & Decorating industry,
including:

•
•
•

All types of painting and staining
(internal and external)
Varnishing
All types of wallpaper and
wallcoverings (traditional
and contemporary)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Lincrusta
Cornices and covings
Artex
Specialist ﬁnishes
Insurance work
Carpentry

Painting &

Coupled with the company’s own decorating supplies and
interior design studio Wardgroup truly can offer a
‘concept to completion’ service.
In addition to the residential and domestic capabilities they
also provide a comprehensive service to the Commercial
and Industrial sector serving a client base that includes
leading companies such as:

• BAE Systems
• GlaxoSmithKline
• Kimberly Clark
• Network Rail

• National Trust
• Centrica
• Associated British Ports
• Local Authorities

“We only employ fully qualiﬁed staff
who
are
experts
Decorating in all of the necessary disciplines.”

Wardgroup Painting & Decorating have completed projects in
almost every type of building including prisons, churches, railway
stations, shipyards, nuclear plants, ofﬁces, gas terminals and
power stations and can offer an out of hours night service for
occupied work places if required.
The workforce are Construction Industry Safety accredited and
have CSCS, IPAF and PASMA qualiﬁcations, and the company
has CHAS and Safe Contractor accreditation.
The company takes great care and pride in its performance and
guarantees professional workmanship and service every time.

Decorating Centre

The Wardgroup Decorating Centre is a ‘one stop shop’ for all decorating needs with arguably
the best selection of Decorating and Interior Design materials in this part of the North West.
The emphasis is on true quality products at competitive and affordable prices and customers
can access a comprehensive range of products from all the leading brands including: Leyland,
Johnstone’s, Dulux, Glidden, Manor, Mathys Rust-oleum, International, and Little Greene.

“We provide unbiased expert advice.”

Standard colours are available from stock and
modern mixing technology provides access to a
palette of thousands of colours for paints in all ﬁnishes.
You will be spoilt for choice from the huge selection
of paints, wood care products, speciality and
problem solving coatings, spray equipment,
decorator’s tools, sundries, adhesives, work wear
and safety equipment and the company prides itself
on its ability to provide unbiased expert advice on all
relevant methods of application.

Ward group have been helping customers
renovate, decorate and design for 140 years
so let our enthusiastic team inspire you
and make your home complete.
The staff are always on hand to help assist customers by providing
a friendly atmosphere, and the huge stock range includes paints
for residential and commercial applications for both retail and
trade customers. Tradesmen and businesses have the option of
a trade cash account or credit account facility and a daily delivery
service is operated throughout the South Lakes area.

Interiors

Allied to the Decorating Centre and supplying both home-owners and businesses
is the extensive Interior design showroom which provides the facility for the
customers to achieve a co-ordinated look with complementary wallpapers, fabric,
curtains and soft furnishings.
To help turn ideas into reality, Wardgroup’s highly experienced and enthusiastic
Interior Design staff offer no obligation consultancy and expert advice on creative
design solutions and application techniques.
As well as having an extensive library of wallpaper and fabric designs, there is also
a huge choice of quality stock papers at competitive prices.

“Let our enthusiastic team inspire you.”

The professional and friendly staff will advise
whilst choosing from the vast collection of
pattern books from the best known design
houses in wallpaper and fabric suppliers which
include:

• Designers Guild
• Harlequin
• Sanderson’s
• Osborne & Little
• Zoffany
• Prestigeous
• Casadeco
• Villa Nova
• William Morris
• Graham & Brown

Curtains can be made to any design for any window style using
the bespoke hand ﬁnished made-to-measure service. Alternatively
curtains or blinds can be purchased from an extensive range of
fabrics using the Curtain Express service.

The only limitation is...
your imagination.
All curtains can be accompanied by several options for valances,
tie backs and cushion cover styles. If you are considering just one
room, a whole house, an ofﬁce or a hotel and you need help with
an Interior Design scheme, whether curtains or just a few rolls
of wallpaper, call into the Wardgroup Interior Design showroom
today, let the enthusiastic team inspire you and make your home
or business complete.

Wardgroup

James Freel Close, Furness Business Park,
Barrow in Furness, Cumbria, LA14 2NW
Tel:
01229 811222
Fax: 01229 870880
Email: enquiries@wardgroup.co.uk
Ofﬁce Hours
Mon to Fri 8.30am to 5.00pm
Decorating Centre
Mon to Fri 8am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 5pm
Glass Showroom & Glass Sales
Mon to Fri 8am to 5pm
Saturday morning 9am to 12 Noon
Follow Us on
Twitter @ wardgroup1

140 years providing a service
to the furness community

